March 2021 – April 2021

Correspondence received from Bucklesham Parish council regarding twisted oaks bike park 


Email received 

Good Afternoon Katherine,

Thank you for allowing me time to consider your email and research the matter in order to correctly respond.

The Parish Council had already been made aware of the purchase of further 15 acres of land attached to Twisted Oaks by the land owner themselves, in an email to our retired Chair on 16th February. In this informal correspondence we were told of the purchase, and of possible future plans for the extension of the Bike Trail.  He also informed us that a Planning Application had not yet gone in to the Planning Department at East Suffolk but that he would be doing this shortly. I sincerely hope the application is submitted before the work is undertaken and will keep an eye out for it. 

You are very welcome to attend the next Parish Council meeting on March 11th. We start at 7.00pm and meet via Zoom. The agenda will be published on the website on 5th March and will have the Zoom details at the bottom. We have a ‘Public Session’ at item 3 where we welcome comment and questions from the public and this would be where you would be permitted to speak. However, the meeting is three weeks away and a lot can happen in three weeks so it is my intension to forward your concerns to the Councillors straight away (minus your personal information at this stage). Due to the nature of the site, I will also include the Clerks of Brightwell and Newbourne Parish Councils and the two District Councillors covering the area (Councillors Richard Kerry and Mellissa Allen).

Just for clarity, the Parish Council are unable to consider any planning matters until an official Planning Application has been submitted. It would not be possible or indeed good practice to comment on possible future applications, as plans submitted often change to those initially spoken of. Once the Parish Council have the plans in front us, we will endeavour to fully research the proposals and respond according, aligning our response to recognised Planning Considerations.

I would also like to make you aware that the Parish Council registered a response of ‘Support’ to the original Planning Application last year. All the Councillors visited the site and spoke at length to the owners about the plans and what they were trying to achieve. The Council read all supporting documents and were satisfied with the responses from all consultees and their recommendations particularly from Suffolk Wildlife Trust and the conclusion from Suffolk County Council Ecology that the development would result in a biodiversity net gain. We also were contacted by many Bucklesham villagers who were all in support of the application and encouraged us to do the same.

However, we will always treat each new Planning Application individually and will await notification of the new proposals from East Suffolk Planning. 

I feel it is also important to clear up an error that was made by the previous Clerk, which resulted in the Planning Portal indicating that Bucklesham PC had ‘objected’ to the original plans. In short, our then Clerk was also Clerk to Brightwell, Foxhall and Purdis Farm Group Parish Council and they did object to the plans. Unfortunately the Clerk used Bucklesham PC headed paper to submit their objections. The matter was eventually cleared up with the Planning Officer and ESC Planning Committee but it is not possible to remove the original letter from the portal. 

In conclusion, we would advise you to continue to take photographs of the area before any work may be done, in order to keep a record of how it looks now. Photographs, especially of wildlife habitats (badgers setts, etc.) can be very valuable when constructing a letter of objection and the impact on the rural environment may be a key element to your correspondence.

Kind regards,
 
Judi Hallett LLB (Hons) CiLCA
Interim Clerk to Bucklesham Parish Council
Manor Farm, Hollesley, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 3NB
01394 411405 / 07739 411927
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-----Original Message-----
From: Katherine DELETED <DELETED
Sent: 23 February 2021 17:23
To: buckleshampc@gmail.com
Cc: Mandy DELETED<DELETED>; Sean DELETED <DELETED>
Subject: Mill River Valley at Bucklesham (Change of use and development)

Good afternoon

We wondered if you could help us reach the right people on the Bucklesham Parish Council to talk to about the planned extension of the Twisted Oak Bike Park?

We recently found out that the owners of the existing 42 acre Bike Park site have acquired an additional 15 acres on the Bucklesham side of the valley. There is a footpath running through this which is regularly used by the local communities of Bucklesham, Newbourne, Kirton and Brightwell. 

The new owners have told us that they are planning to fence the footpath off from the rest of the land, put a cyclists bridge over it for their members/users and a two mile extension to their bike trail. They have also told us that they are planning a new riverside walk for members/users within the fenced off area.  As a local residents we are very concerned about the welfare of the wildlife living in this important wildlife corridor ( Otters, water voles, badgers, deer, newts etc), as well as the impact of walkers' enjoyment of the path.  No planning application has been made yet but it may be made retrospectively, as was the case with the first phase of works. 

We are a group of local residents who are trying to raise awareness of this issue and wondered if it would be possible to put this matter on the Bucklesham Parish Council Meeting on the 11 March? We would be happy to come along and share what we know. 

Regards

Katherine 

