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Funding secured for GP practice expansions
East Suffolk Council has allocated £1.5million to fund the expansion of three local doctors’ surgeries and ensure that residents benefit from improved health facilities in areas of housing growth.
Among 13 District CIL (DCIL) bids that were allocated a total £3.5m, following review through the CIL Spending Working Group, were proposals to expand Haven Health Surgery and Grove Medical Centre, in Felixstowe, and Cutlers Hill Surgery, in Halesworth, in order to meet the growing demand for clinical services.
Councillor Kay Yule, East Suffolk Council Cabinet member for Planning and Coastal Management, said: “We want to ensure that the right infrastructure is put in the right place at the right time. So, it is pleasing to see the reinvestment of money levied on developers building nearby homes back into the community to support the expansion of local GP practices to help meet increased demand.
“There is a well-documented need for housing across the country, but as work continues to meet that need, we must consider the resulting need to grow capacity in services like health and social care. It is important that our larger housing developers help to financially meet that need.
“These projects directly relate to two of our strategic plan objectives as a local authority; to maximise health and well-being in our communities, and to support and deliver infrastructure for the economy.”
Funding worth £611,569.15 has been allocated to Suffolk Primary Care for the expansion of primary care at Haven Health Surgery, with the remaining £22,000 secured through other funding, to include an additional five clinical rooms and help futureproof service delivery.
The project, supported by Suffolk and North East Essex Integrated Care Board (ICB), will help offer up to 60 additional appointments per 1,000 patients per week and deliver more services in community settings.
Dr Paul Driscoll, a GP partner with Suffolk Primary Care, said: “We are delighted that East Suffolk Council has approved our bid for CIL funding so that this important extension can take place. It will give us a valuable opportunity to reconfigure the building so that it works more effectively for our patients. The extra space will also mean we can host additional services.
“Importantly, it will also ensure we can continue to meet demand in the future and offer high quality, accessible services to our patients as the population of Felixstowe increases.”
Another £61,641.68 will fund the conversion of four rooms at the Grove Medical Centre into clinical accommodation, with a large upstairs office also divided to include a clinical room and telephone consultation area.
CIL Funding for local projects and from next year Play Areas
The Community Infrastructure Levy was adopted in the former Waveney District area in August 2013, and in the former Suffolk Coastal District area in July 2015.
CIL is paid on commencement of planning permissions for liable development where exemptions or relief from CIL has not been granted, allowing local authorities to raise funds from developers undertaking new building projects in their area.
Funding can be used on range of infrastructure needed because of development, including education, health and social care facilities, green spaces and leisure provision.
To date, East Suffolk Council has formally allocated over £14.3m of District CIL to a variety of local infrastructure projects.
The CIL Spending Working Group has also ringfenced £13m of District CIL to secure Health and Education projects proposed to be delivered over a five-year period.
A Local CIL Fund, based on a calculation of 3% of the District CIL received in the financial year, is held for smaller, local projects, while approximately £6.7m has been passed to parish and town councils through Neighbourhood CIL payments since the adoption of CIL in East Suffolk.
In recognition of the importance of play facilities, the CSWG has also developed a new 3% Local CIL Play Fund to operate alongside the existing Local CIL Fund from April 2025. The Local CIL Play Fund will focus on match funding play improvement projects in areas where new housing development create a need to improve existing facilities.
It was mentioned at a recent meeting that applications for District CIL funding are fairly low so if any parish has a project, they wish to bring forward, an application for CIL funding may be worthwhile.
New waste collections cycle agreed from March 2026
As set out in our report last month the revised waste collection details were agreed at the last Full Council meeting on 25th September. Food waste collections will take place weekly and new bins and kitchen caddies will be supplied to all households. A further recycling bin will be provided for all cardboard and paper. The other recycling bin will then be used for other recycling which will now include glass, tetrapaks, plastic containers etc. The residual waste will be collected on a 3-weekly basis. Garden waste collection is unaffected.
It is recognised that some households will have requirements due to lack of space for additional bins, additional collection needs and these will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. A full publicity campaign will be carried out well in advance.
Whilst there had been calls to delay any decision until 2025 this was not possible as orders need to be made for new bins and refuse lorries.
Housing Needs
Both of us attended an all-day workshop on housing needs within East Suffolk last week.
As many will know East Suffolk Council came about from the merger of Waveney Council and Suffolk Coastal District Council in 2019. The two councils had very different approaches to housing. Waveney had around 5,000 council houses in 2019 whereas Suffolk Coastal had taken the decision to dispose of its entire housing stock for around £6- 8,000 per home, mainly to housing associations and through private sale.
We currently have around 4,400 council houses in the north of East Suffolk (many having been sold under Right to Buy).
East Suffolk Council currently has 4,872 people on the waiting list for a social rent home. On average we have only 700 lettings available each year. The average waiting time for a 3 bedroomed house in the Felixstowe area is 30 months.
In the south of the area there is a chronic shortage of temporary housing – places where people can go if they are made homeless or are sleeping rough. The council is under statutory duty to arrange housing for them.
At present we have 200 children living in temporary housing – often B&Bs or hotels with 28 families with 45 children currently housed in temporary accommodation outside East Suffolk- due to all accommodation within East Suffolk being full. Many of those needing temporary housing in the old Suffolk Coastal area are having to be moved to Lowestoft or further afield away from jobs, schools and social networks.
Whilst some projects are under way locally it is difficult to see how the crisis can be lessened without additional funding agreements for councils to fund purchases or new builds of social rent accommodation.
If parish councillors need to contact either of us, please feel free to do so.
Cllr Mike Ninnmey: Home tel no 01394 677210 Mobile: 07823 372503 E-mail: mike.ninnmey@eastsuffolk.gov.uk
Cllr Lee Reeves: Home tel no 01394 284506 (preferred) Mobile 07823 372501
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FHOM
Moore Construction

1a Ipswich Road

Newbourne
Woodbridge
IP12 ANS
Tel: 01473 736645
Mob. 07903681508
Email: Moore.construction@hotmail.co.uk
Invoice Number Invoice Date Terms |
1446 01/10/24 14 Days |
Quantity Description Unit Price Total ]
Works for replacement of oil boiler and £5850.30 £5850.30
alterations to HTG system and LPG gas
pipework.
Secure housing for LPG bottles including £800.00 £800.00
concrete slab

s

Subtotal|  £6.650.30 |
+Vat @ 20%| £1,330.06 |

Invoice Total|  £7,980.33 |
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Up-to-date account information
o get your current balances o fd out about athr accounts you e st
arntsed here,logon o onlne baiig ( you'eregistered),

orcalus on 0345 605 2345

Your balances on 04 October 2024

D s ne o urscount s





image4.jpeg
Play Safety

mvoice Dote Playsafety Limited

INVOICE 17 Sep 2024 Unit 78 Shrvenham Hundred Susiness Park
Watchfietd
Newbowrne Village Hall Accourt Number SWINDON
C/o Laura Naunton - erk. SNE BTY
S e UNITED KINGDOM
Kesgrave, Ipswsich Invoice Number +44(0)1793 317470
Suffolx 833s3
s 20N accounts@rospaplaysafety.co.ok
Purchase Order
Laura Naunion
VAT Number
s76328385
Description Quantity Wnit Price VAT Amoum GBP
Al PARISH, Annual Inspection -
Newbourne Village Hall Piay Area, 100 78.00 20% 78.00
P12 NP
EXTRAS, Extra items abowve average
= 200 s.00 20% 800
Subtotal 86.00
Total VAT 20% a17.20
Amount Due GBP 10220

Due Date: 17 Oct 20248
Famns: 30 days. Alsie payment charge may be added at the rate of 5% per month (0.16% per day}

Bectronic or BACS payrnents RO

(FPlease guote invoice nurnber as reference)

Sort Code: 60-22-31

Account: FO525365

imernstional Payments: /l/L

(Please quote mwoice number as reference)
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