Newbourne Parish Council Minutes 6th October 2025

Public Time 
Pat Frost reminded council of the quiz on Saturday 11th October at Village Hall, she asked if anyone could please bring raffle prizes for the draw. Pat also noted that the fire safety and policies had been reviewed and are now on the notice board. A thank you to Colin Pollard for providing new ‘in event of fire’ signs for the Village Hall. Pat also mentioned how nice the Hedge is looking following the work done in September, it is much easier and safer to pull out onto the road from the Village Hall. Tim Carlisle attended out of interest and to see what is happening within Newbourne.

1. To RECEIVE apologies – Apologies received Clerk Laura Naunton and Cllr. Gaussen
2. To RECEIVE reports – No attendance from Cllrs. Nimney and Reeves.
3. To RECEIVE Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interest – None received.
4. To APPROVE minutes from 01/09/2025 – Double check grammar and add full stop after abbreviation of Cllr. Moving forward add specific date to title of minutes. September minutes approved.
5. To DISCUSS planning applications – No new applications
Note from Clerk Laura Naunton that planning enforcement have been alerted about the building at the back of the Rectory. Clerk Julz Cooper brought up Bloor Homes and their proposed planning for new builds on Foxhall road, informed Cllrs. of meeting at Waldringfield Village Hall on Friday 10th October (3:30pm to 7pm) which allows local communities to put their comments forward. Also, an option to email comments to bloorhomes-foxhallroad@havingyoursay.co.uk 
6. To RECEIVE update on Green Infrastructure/Springs – update provided by Cllr. Gaussen via email:
We had a successful and informative meeting with Cllr Nimney and Keith Dickerson on 24th September, and the Green Cluster Group is working up plans to produce a BDA plan. Will report further next meeting.  
7. To RECEIVE report on Village Hall – Clerk Julz Cooper ran through key points from Playground Inspection, wooden elements of playground are considered a risk and need to be removed. Full report in supporting documents. Clerks to look at how to make an application for a grant to update the playground. We need a working group or to hire someone to remove the wooden parts of the playground.
8. To RECEIVE update on Village Hall (added this agenda item during the meeting) – 
Chairman Garfath-Cox spoke about his visit to Grundisburgh new village Hall and how they got funding for it. They have solar panels so no cost to run in Summer. Raise £43K a year on lettings thanks to new village hall. Spoke to Brian Laxton who took Andrew round the new village hall. The lottery contributed a large amount to the money they raised for the new Village Hall. Suggestion to form a team and produce a business plan, including costs for the whole project. The advantage of Business plan is that everyone knows the target and people tend to contribute or offer to buy certain materials e.g., grass turf, etc. Brian is happy to come to a meeting and give an overview of how it worked/finances, etc. Pat Frost is not keen on the idea of replacing the village hall. Pat’s aware it won’t last forever, but we have spent money on it (e.g. boiler) and don’t see the need to replace at this current time. Cllr. Wheeler mentioned about potential for more income. Pat pointed out that not many locals use the hall and they had to stop doing teenage parties due to the damage caused. It would be good to understand how many bookings we have had/income last year/this year. No complaints from people who have hired, always get good feedback, we don’t overcharge and when decorated, it looks nice. People are looking for affordability, and the current village hall is affordable. Tony Finch complained about us discussing the Village Hall for 20 minutes, as is there was no agenda item for it. To be added to the agenda for the next meeting.
9. To RECEIVE update on Quiz – We have 14 confirmed tables and a potential 1 more, Pat said no more than 14 tables due to safety risk. 
10. To SIGN cheques 
100557 – Play Safety – £110.40 – Playground Inspection
100558 – Newbourne Village Hall - £64.69 – BT Broadband
11. To RECEIVE Clerks Correspondence – Signatures required on the Barclays mandate so Clerk Julz Cooper can access bank accounts. 
Agreed to add in AOB (any other business) as an agenda item.
Cllr. Foster is planning to complain to City Fibre about damages done to Newbourne Village. He is planning to take photos and share them as part of the complaint.
Meeting ended 20:18
