Newbourne Parish Council Meeting
March 06/02/2017
 Minutes
Present Lionel Scott, Mick Frost, Jim Wicks, Charlotte Gammons, Sue Pollard, Kwini Lusher, Patricia O’Brien, David Milbourne, Erica Pattison
Clerk: Laura Naunton
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairman – Lionel Scott 
Apologies Tony Finch 
1. Apologies – As Above 
2. Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interest – None 
3. Patricia O’Brien Report 
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT     MARCH 2017
Social Care
We are all aware of the need for social care and mental health to join together in partnership. The good news is that Norfolk and Suffolk Foundation Trust and Suffolk County Council intend to introduce a new joint role to lead services across the county.  This will enable social workers to operate as part of an integrated mental health team.  The post, at director level, is to be introduced by the summer.
Education
We are at last beginning to see improvement in Suffolk’s education. Figures published on the Department for Education’s website confirm that Suffolk’s GCSE progress has, for the first time, risen above the national average.  Suffolk is now ranked in the top half of all authorities at 55th out of 151. This is a real improvement since 2014 when Suffolk was ranked 119th for English and 108th for maths. 
This is the fifth year of the “Raising the Bar” programme which aims to improve levels of educational attainment. Since the programme began in 2012, there has been a more than 20% rise in Suffolk Schools being judged ‘Good’ or ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted. 
Police
I had an informal meeting with Tim Passmore, Police Commissioner, at which we discussed partnership working.  It is understood that working in partnership with blue light services, health, district and the county councils has to be the way forward in order to make the efficiencies that are needed. Good communication is vital.
Highways
Suffolk Highways have treated 110,671 miles of the county’s road network and this is mostly carried out during the night.
I continue to flag up, to transport, police and local MPs, the crucial need for an emergency action plan for dealing with the traffic chaos that arises when the Orwell Bridge has to be closed and vehicles diverted thru’ Ipswich.
Locality funding
I am very pleased to report that I have spent all 2016/17 locality funding on such projects as: speed control signs;  new playground equipment; replacement church windows;  notice boards; posts for  war memorial;  recreation barrier.
The county election will be taking place on May 4th.  I shall be standing.

Patricia O’Brien 
4. Susan Harvey’s Report
District Councillors Report March 2017                              Susan Harvey

Community Enabling Budget
I am pleased to say I have spent my entire allowance for 2016/17. This has helped with various projects spread over 7 villages, I can give you details if you wish. I shall receive another allowance of £6,500 for 2017/2018. 

SCDC Council Tax
This has increased by 3.25% having been at the previous rate for several years.  This is less than £5.00 a year on a band D property less than 10p a week.
Council car parks have been improved at Melton and Aldeburgh and the Deben pool has had its plans approved for complete refurbishment. 
Suffolk Coastal plans to deliver high class services to everyone in our area at a time when there is dwindling support from Central Government.

Government White paper on planning January 2017
This is recommending Neighborhood Plans. 

The need to build more houses in the future will put pressure on all our villages and towns. A Neighborhood Plan would help to ensure that housing of the right sort and of high quality design is built where local people want it rather than almost forced on us by pushy developers. We have in excess of a 5 year building land supply. There has been no substantial house building for the past 30 to 50 years. People under 35 are finding it difficult to buy their own homes as they cannot save for a deposit whilst paying out high market rents. Villages need to keep alive with new young families. A new very small 2 bed house goes on to the market at £230,000.  Planning is always a difficult emotive subject. People on very low wages will never afford to buy and they too need to have somewhere nice to live and bring up their families so housing association housing is also required.

The Deben estuary Partnership
We are looking for volunteers to assess tranquility on and around the Deben.  Busy and quiet places have been identified. Volunteers will be asked to go to particular places and assess against criteria: Noise, Birdsong etc.If you know of anyone who would be be prepared to help with this please contact myself susan.harvey@suffolkcoastal.gov.uk   or christine.Block@suffolkcoastal.gov.uk giving us your contact details.

Scheme of Delegation for Planning
As a result of Parish Council consultation there have been adjustments to Trigger 3:  other applications as follows:
The Head of Planning & Coastal Management- To determine a planning application classified as an “Other Application” other than where an objection has been made raising material planning objections has been replaced with: 
Where a Town/Parish Council, Statutory Consultee or at least three interested parties have raised material planning objections. When planning apps come before the committee it is good to see the Parish Councilors coming along to our meetings and speaking for 3 minutes explaining their reasons. People who do come will see how thoroughly applications are discussed, although the decision will not always be what they would like.

The Beach Hut consultation has ended and officers are now looking at the comments, thank you to those who have copied me in with their responses. I fully support your concerns and will represent your views.

5. Minutes approved from 06/02/2017 all approved 
6. Play area and fence – Susan Harvey has awarded us £740.00 from the community enabling budget to help towards the fence for the car park and play area.  
7. Lottery letters have been circulated around the village, with information regarding the defibrillator and also to get help with play area. We will await to see the response from the village and if any willing volunteers come forward to help with the play area.
8. Cheques – One cheque for £552.50 Clerks Wages Jan- March
9. Clerk Correspondence  - Talk from Scottish power

Next Meeting 08/05/2017 
7pm – Annual Meeting of the Parish  
7.30pm – Annual meeting of the council 



…………………………………. Chairman 
