Annual Parish Meeting 8th May 2017

Present – Lionel Scott, Charlotte Gammons, Mick Frost, Tony Finch, Jim Wicks, Sue Pollard, Erica Pattison, Sue Harvey 
Absent – kwini Lusher, David Milbourne and Patricia O’Brien
1. Chairman Lionel Scott report 
CHAIR’S REPORT 2016 – 2017
The period covered by my annual report has fortunately seen a year of greater stability with parish councillors and our clerk Laura NAUNTON who has now completed her first full year covered by annual reports.
She has been active in securing funding for various parish council projects and the monthly lottery which she established continues to provide funding for the parish finances and would benefit even more with greater support.
We have again received excellent support and service from both our County Councillor Patricia O’BRIEN and our District Councillor Susan HARVEY. Both have attended most of our meetings and provided updates and insights into matters which would impact on our village and their views on these issues.  They have also channelled funds from their available community funds to assist with various improvements and work mainly associated with the village hall for which we are very grateful.
As part of the celebrations of the Queens 90th birthday in June of last year a family fun day was organised at the village hall by a team of volunteers who did so for the benefit of the village.  I was away from the area at the time but I understand it was enjoyed by many and my thanks to the few who put in a huge effort to organise the event.
The village hall continues to be well managed by a small but hard working committee and at long last the improved larger car park and walk way to the village hall has been completed.  My thanks to all involved in this project which will be of great benefit to users of the hall particularly during winter months when underfoot conditions had been rather treacherous.
The Revelry continues to be greatly enjoyed by the youngsters and not just from within the village.  However its maintenance continues to draw both on village funds and manpower for the now required work parties to provide a serviceable and safe environment for the youngsters to use. This facility still requires a regular safety check for which we can thank Councillor James WICKS who saves the Council the cost of what would have to be tendered out without his intervention.
The police still have safe neighbourhood teams but updates are now more available on line on the official Suffolk Constabulary website.  Rural crime and fly tipping, whilst not out of hand, continue to surface every so often and residents are urged to be vigilant, note down and report any suspicious or strange activity or vehicles in the Newbourne area. 
On the financial front much of our £5k income is used to cover unavoidable expenditure such as insurance fees, clerk’s wages, grass cutting and other maintenance fees. The parish council is always trying to source best value for money with its limited finance availability.
I would like to thank the small group of people associated with the parish council and village hall management committee who have ensured the two bodies function in an efficient manner.  They have at times provided more than necessary to ensure a better future for the village. 
Whilst only a boy compared to some I have been a parish councillor for over 25 years during which time I have been privileged to be chairman on two occasions. My current period as chair is now at the end of a second year, having taken over from Peter SMYTH after his departure to America. Whilst a privilege I did express at that time the hope that a younger pair of shoulders may emerge in the not too distant future to take over the role of chair. With my 75th birthday only a few days away I feel that time has now come and I will not be seeking re-election as chairman.
My thanks again to all that have helped
Lionel Scott
Chair									May – 2017
2. Susan Harvey’s Report
District Councillor’s Annual Report 2017 for Kirton Ward which includes Levington and Stratton Hall, Girton and Falkenham, Bucklesham, Newbourne, Hemley and Waldringfield

Another busy year and thank you to everyone who gets in touch with me to keep me up to date with what is concerning you in your villages. I attempt to attend your Parish Council Meetings but due to clashes of dates this is not always possible, however I do always get a monthly report to you.

The move to the new Council Office  has taken place and will save a great deal of money for the Tax Payers. Officers are pleased with their new working environment.

The Merger has been agreed by both Suffolk Coastal and Waveney District Councils and will take place in May 2019. Work is being done to make this a smooth transition. The 90 Councillors who cover the 2 districts at present will be reduced to 60-65 by the boundary Commission. SCDC went through a boundary review recently but WDC has not done so for many years. The 2 councils have shared a Chief Executive and other officers for several years now and it works very well as well as saving money.

Planning
The Innocence Farm scoping has taken up a lot of time. It is expected that Bidwells will try to get it included in the Review of the Core Strategy which is being undertaken at the moment. This document will not be completed before mid2019. All Parish Councils will be given the opportunity for meetings with officers so that your concerns and wishes for your villages can be addressed.
There are proposals for more affordable housing in some villages on sites abutting the physical limits. It is hoped that these will eventually be taken on as the council’s own housing stock. Something SCDC has not had since it sold its stock  many years ago.Commuted sums from housing developments for affordable housing has to be returned to the developers if it has not been used within so many years. Whilst people are on Housing List their needs have to be prioritised.
The Govt. White Paper on Planning emphasised the need to look again at developing Neighbourhood Plans which enable people to have a say in what they would like to see in their villages. They take a couple of years to produce because of all the consultations and are voted on by everyone in the village. They are then approved by an inspector and are “Made” by the Council. They will become legal planning documents.
43 houses are being built in Kirton and the developers expect to be off site in late summer. Lots of people have moved in and are very pleased with their new homes. Kirton play area has been given a face lift with lots of new equipment chosen by young parents. This is due to playspace funding which developers contribute to. Plans have been approved for new business units and housing in Bucklesham and some individual houses in Newbourne and Waldringfield and Kirton and Falkenham. This housing supports the local schools, pubs and businesses. The Artisan Smoke House has opened in Falkenham and is a great success.

Beach Huts
Consideration is still being given to the consultation  and the many letters received.  Decisions will be made over the next 12 months. I have already said that I have never seen such a biased consultation.

Deben Estuary Partnership.
I work with this group which is made up of land owners and access groups footpath officers and the EA. Maintenance of Flood cells and river walls is very important as is the protection of the birdlife and nesting sites in the Estuary. At present we are looking for people who would be happy to commit to assessing the Tranquility aspect of the Deben Estuary. It would mean an hour or so on a monthly basis and training would be given. The Deben Estuary is unique and we want to keep it that way. If anyone is interested in helping with this please let me know.

Refurbishment of Car Parks and Leisure facilities
Woodbridge Leisure Centre will be refurbished starting in September. There will be a new gym, a new health suite with a steam room sauna and ice room. 
Car Parks at Melton Riverside and Aldeburgh have been refurbished.

Suffolk Walking Festival is being launched at Sutton Hoo and runs from Sat 13th May to Sunday 4th June. This incorporates walks for experienced walkers and beginners. visit www.suffolkwalkingfestival.co.uk
There is a new Visitor Information centre at Aldeburgh cinema. 

Community Enabling Budget

Finally I have spent my £6,000 enabling budget. This was on a new floor for the East Anglian Sailing Trust and refurbishing the village hall floor at Levington.
Fencing round the Village hall car park at Newbourne. A new tent for Guides, a free games afternoon to celebrate the Queens official birthday, and some posts to protect the edge of the village green at Kirton. Training and equipment for the East Suffolk Association for the Blind which covers home visits for blind people. New yellow bowls and carpet for those with impaired vision  at Bucklesham as well as paying for the Bucklesham Bugle newsletter.
Finally Waldringfield received enough grant to enable another set of Speed Watch equipment to be bought which will be available for use in our villages. For 2017/18 I shall have £6500 available so please think about any projects you might have.

Susan Harvey

3. Patricia O’Brien Report
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 2017
The changes that began in 2015 are continuing; changes that are bringing about more effective and efficient services and an overall understanding of the future possibilities for local government.  Assessment of the future is essential, in particular, in relation to our continuing need to make savings.
The council has made savings in excess of £200ml since 2011 and is required to make further savings of £120ml up to 2020.  (After 2020 there will be no grant to local councils, they will be expected to finance their services through business rate retention). The council decided to implement the 3% Nation Adult Social Care Levy and this enables the council to strengthen the care sector.  SCC is committed to running a low-tax county and this we have done by freezing Council tax since in 2010.
Fortunately partnership working, which I have long supported, is starting to have an effect.  This is particularly noticeable with the police and fire service and with the joint working of social care and mental health. However, I must admit to an impatience for greater involvement and recognise that, perhaps, the main reluctance to partnership is the loss of prestige/power.  Organisations are unwilling to forego their prominence.  But it has to happen in order for services to continue to provide.
Maintaining Suffolk’s roads is a priority and SCC has invested £10ml in a programme of surface dressing that has enabled 300 miles of road to be renewed.. Pot holes are disappearing!
On the subject of highways, I continue to re-iterate my concern to SCC, The Highways Agency, police and local MPs of the need for an emergency action plan for dealing with the traffic chaos that arises when the Orwell Bridge is closed and vehicles diverted through Ipswich. It is relatively straightforward if the bridge is closed due to high winds, altho’ this was not the case last November, as there should be plenty of warning.  If an accident happens then there is no warning and hours of delay ensue. I recently attended a meeting with the Highways Agency and SCC Highways Management at SCC and raised The issue of allowing low sided vehicles crossing the Orwell Bridge in wind conditions that would be too strong for high sided.  This is being considered.
I am pleased to report improvement in Suffolk schools.  Figures published by The Department of Education confirm that Suffolk’s GCSE progress has, for the first time, risen above the national average. Suffolk is now ranked in the top half of all authorities at 55th out of 151.
I chair the Police & Crime Panel that both challenges and supports the Police Commissioner. The Panel’s last meeting in March focused on:  partnership working, something of which the Commissioner is very concerned; protecting vulnerable people, those affected by domestic abuse, exploitation and drug use. I have one to one meetings with the Commissioner every quarter to receive an update on issues and convey any special concerns.
I have spent all my locality grant, £12,000 on such projects as: speed control sign, new playground equipment, replacement church windows, notice boards, barrier for recreation ground, posts for war memorial and much more.
I have schemes on-going within my local highways budget.
Lastly, I would like to say that despite the disruption that is invariably caused by changes, SCC is a good organisation with dedicated staff and members.
Patricia O’Brien
4.Village Hall chairman’s report 2017
The report is based upon our accounts for the end of our financial year Oct 2015 to Sep 2016
The village hall committee comprises of 
Susan Pollard – Treasurer and chairman 
Pat Frost – Booking clerk and caretaker 
Chris Cousins – Secretary
Sue Waller – Member
At the time of our end of year we had a good balance in our current account of £3992.60 as we have been saving for the carpark.
The carpark is now complete with only the fence to be installed. We would like to thank all that helped and made this possible with their kind generosity.
Our goal for this year is to have new flooring in the extension something washable and to exclude the kitchen floor which is in need of replacement,
Summary of Accounts 
Income 		£8221.80
Lettings 	£6629.74
Fundraising 	£370.20
Donations 	£1220.00
Interest 	£1.86
Balance 	£8221.80
Community Account 	£3992.60
Business Saver		£5003.17
Expenditure 		£6430.78
Caretaker		£1040.00
Repairs			£919.18
Replacement 		£1092.72
Insurance 		£1153.33
Utilities			£1905.40
Sundries 		£57.39
Petty Cash 		£262.26
Total			£6430.78
5. Thursday club Newbourne village Hall 
We are a small group of ladies who meet the 3rd Thursday in the months, March, April, May, June, September, October, November and December at 7.30in the village hall. New members are more than welcome to join us from any of the neighbouring villages. List of speakers 
June 15th Summer meal at village hall 
September 21st Across India on a scooter
October 19th Suffolk horse society Mr Hallett
November 16th Flower demonstration Deborah buckles 
December 7th Xmas Meal 
Yearly subscription £20.00
Guests £3.00
6.  Quilters Club annual report from Barbara Cearns group leader
We are a group of between 20 and 30 ladies who meet once a month in the village hall. No longer restricted to quilting we now enjoy many crafts including knitting, crochet and card making,
Although we have no vacancies at present, priority would always be given to Newbourne residents should one a rise.
7. The Orwell astronomical society – Paul Whiting OASI Treasurer
Continues to meet at its dark(er)-sky alternative venue, namely Newbourne village hall. These twice monthly meetings are proving to be very popular not only for the monthly talks and workshopsbut also for the wealth of knowledge and help available for the newcomer who has a telescope but doesn’t know what to do with it. When the sky is clear there is always at least 2 or 3 telescopes out on the field. Anyone is free to come along and find out what we get up to, and perhaps even have a peep though a telescope. There might even be cake.
Further details on the website www.oasi.org.uk
8.  Waldringfield Primary School annual report
We pride ourselves on being a small, family school where individual needs are met and all involved in our school are listened to and respected, we have a very happy, committed staff team.   On a daily basis this ethos is seen through a calm learning atmosphere that gives all children the opportunities to succeed. The children are fundamental to our school and throughout the year the school council continues to meet weekly, the children facilitate and clerk the meeting very effectively whilst the rest of the school listen attentively.  We enjoy celebrating achievement and the weekly Sharing Assemblies are very popular and the children chosen to represent their class are very proud to show and display their work. Our school roll is currently at 109. This is the biggest our school has been since anyone connected with our school can remember and 7 more than this time last year. 
The school remains a committed team of individual staff and other stakeholders working hard to do the very best for all pupils, so that we can all care and share and learn together. 
I am always seeking new ways with which we can involve ourselves in the community of Waldringfield. This academic year we have delivered our annual Christmas gifts to the residents of Waldringfield, carried out a Litter Pick in the village and started to run Silver Surfer sessions with people who need support with their tablets and ipads. The “Walking Bus” continues to be a success. Initially this was to ease the parking congestion problem at the end of the school day, but it has gone beyond that and is now a regular feature of our school week. On a Thursday afternoon a group of about 20 children leave the school to follow the footpath to the Baptist Church. Their parents then collect them from the Baptist Church car park at 3.20pm. Many residents of Waldringfield and Newbourne assist with weekly activities in the school from hearing readers to gardening. Without such community involvement we would struggle to offer such a varied and exciting range of opportunities for the children.
The WSA work tirelessly to raise money for the children and this year the summer and Christmas Fairs were well supported by the village, enabling our children to go to the Pantomime at the Wolsey Theatre in Ipswich and we purchased some new play equipment to enhance the playtime provision for the school
Thank you all for your continued support, in a very successful year for our school. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]9.Reports of a van AE51 XOL been driving around stealing things in the village reported to us by Tony Finch 

